GRENADA MAKES PASSIONATE PLEA TO THE DEVELOPED WORLD

ST. GEORGE’S, GRENADA, JUNE 1, 2014 - GIS: Grenada has made a passionate plea to the developed
world for widespread assistance to help the Caribbean achieve the targets set for sustainable
development and climate change adaption.

Agriculture Minister Roland Bhola made the appeal to more advanced and technologically developed
countries saying Caribbean countries face an uphill task in achieving those targets.

In a moving presentation to an international conference in Santiago Chile, the Grenada government
minister says the Caribbean is faced with issues of limited financial capacity, human capacity, lack of
research and development facilities as well as small populations.

“We need assistance in institutional strengthening and capacity building, disaster risk management and
resilience for sustainable production, land use policy formation, pest and disease control and planning
and management of natural resources for sustainable rural development using territorial approach,” said
Bhola during the recent conference.

“Our methods and rules of engagement must change to fit the various states. Similar problems may exist
within the sub-region; however our capacity to deal with the problems may be different”.

In 2004 Grenada was hit by Hurricane Ivan which left damages in excess of 200 percent of the Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) and ten months later Hurricane Emily created further damage. By 2009 and
2010 a severe drought dragged on more problems for Grenada now on the verge of a structural
adjustment program with International Monetary Fund and World Bank support.

“The economic situation in my country dictate that we have to undergo a salary freeze for public servants
for the next three years and limit public spending on many social and development programs,” Bhola
explained.

“These are the realities that we are faced with in Grenada likewise many of our Caribbean brothers and
sisters. Hence, while we are very willing to do what is necessary for climate change adoption and
sustainable development however, we are in need of greater assistance from our more advanced and
technologically developed nations”.

FAO sub regional director Dr.Deep Ford has insisted that Minister Bhola’s presentation forms part of a
final report to the FAO Headquarters in Rome.

The FAO is to roll out a Euro 20 million dollar aid package to the Caribbean this month to be administered
jointly by IICA, FAO, CARDI and the Caricom secretariat.

“We from a Grenada/Caribbean context are in need of a lot more assistance with technical advice,
education, spread of awareness as well as empowerment of our people,” said Bhola.

“Our need may not be totally financial”.
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